
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE890 May 5, 2005 
Initially, she postponed finishing college 

when the family could not afford to send both 
her and her younger brother to college. She 
joined the United States Navy where she met 
Richard Paul. When they married in 1952, it 
was illegal for a Native American and a non- 
Native American to marry in Arizona, so they 
traveled to New Mexico for a civil ceremony 
before returning to Tucson for a church wed-
ding at Southside Presbyterian Church. Dr. 
Paul grew up as a member of that faith com-
munity and served as an Elder for over 50 
years. Her leadership abilities were recognized 
by the wider church, and she was elected 
Moderator of Presbytery de Cristo, was a con-
sultant to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) re-
garding its Christian education curriculum for 
children, and served on the national church’s 
Task Force on Reparations and its Commis-
sion on Preparation for Ministry. 

Dr. Paul had a wide world view which al-
lowed her to rise above conflict. She saw real 
problems and shared her opinions, but in a 
way which did not demean or incapacitate 
those with whom she disagreed. She credited 
her parents, Jones and Marianna Narcho, with 
teaching her the value of generosity and serv-
ice. Once when asked how she happened to 
get a doctorate degree, Dr. Paul laughed and 
said, ‘‘My mother told me to learn all I could.’’ 

As a Native American, Dr. Paul observed 
and experienced serious inequities and viola-
tions of civil rights. She recalled that her father 
was arrested when he had a stroke on the 
sidewalk in front of their home. Because he 
was an Indian, the police presumed him to be 
drunk, and he died in jail of wounds that could 
never be explained. Even though the pain of 
that recollection stayed fresh, she used all her 
life experiences to become the outstanding 
woman she was. 

As a Congressional District, as Nations, we 
could not be more privileged than to have had 
Dr. Alice Paul live and work among us. 
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Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
tribute to Shirley Queja, a dear friend and un-
deniably one the most dependable, dedicated 
and trustworthy individuals on Capitol Hill. 
After twenty-seven years of service to three 
members of Congress, she is retiring. As her 
friends, family and peers gather to celebrate 
Shirley’s wonderful career, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in honoring one of the Cap-
itol’s finest professional. staff members. 

The child of Millie and Sabas Dumlao and 
an older sister to four brothers, Shirley grew 
up in the small town of Wahiawa on the island 
of Oahu. She is a graduate of the University 
of Hawaii and came to Washington in 1978 to 
work for the late Senator Spark Matsunaga. 
Shirley served as the Senator’s longtime as-
sistant from 1978 until his passing in 1990. 

In 1990, my husband Bob was looking for a 
new Executive Assistant. That was when Neil 
Dhillon, his Chief of Staff, came across Shir-
ley’s resume. After speaking to Shirley, Neil 
was immediately drawn to her, not by her im-
pressive professional experience, but instead, 
he was drawn to her passion for this institu-

tion, the history of this chamber and the proc-
ess of law making. As their initial conversation 
ended, Neil was so intrigued with Shirley that 
he immediately rushed over to the Senate side 
to speak with her in person. 

As one who also was enamored with Con-
gress and its steep traditions, I can see why 
Bob was impressed by these same qualities. 
Since that first meeting, she has served at the 
side of Bob, and later, myself as a trusted 
confidant and assistant. 

Bob was always proud of the caliber of his 
staff, and Shirley was their foundation for her 
fifteen years as Bob’s Executive Assistant. No 
matter the crisis or the challenge of the re-
quest, Shirley was always there for her co- 
workers with steady-hand solutions. Bob al-
ways noticed her central role in holding staff 
together and he loved how her quiet leader-
ship allowed her co-workers—his staff—to 
reach their full potential. 

Shirley possesses a dedication to her job 
and her co-workers that is unmatched by 
most. She often worked deep into the night, 
on weekends and routinely came in over the 
holidays. At times she placed her job before 
her family and it was clear that Bob and I 
could always count on Shirley. A trusted con-
fidant to many, she was always prepared and 
left nothing to chance. Over time it was easy 
to see why so many of the people who worked 
with her hold Shirley in such high regard. 

When I think of Shirley many things imme-
diately come to mind. As many of you know, 
she might just have the biggest heart of any-
one in this town. She was always perfectly 
poised, even on the most hectic of days and 
under the most trying of circumstances. For fif-
teen years she was the hub of the wheel that 
kept the Matsui office strong. 

Shirley Queja is the mother of two beautiful 
and intelligent daughters, Noelani and 
Haunani. Both get their artistic talents and 
love for the Hawaiian culture from their par-
ents. Haunani attends the University of Hawaii 
and Noelani attends the University of Mary-
land. 

She is the devoted wife to Irving, her hus-
band of twenty-three years. They are both un-
doubtedly looking forward to her retirement. Irv 
too worked for Senator Matsunaga and now 
works with the Senate Sergeant at Arms. In 
his spare time he plays guitar and sings with 
the Aloha Boys, a local Hawaiian musical 
group. Both Shirley and Irv plan to remain ac-
tive with the Halau O’Aulani, a Hawaiian cul-
tural school in Maryland. 

Shirley, from the bottom of my heart, I thank 
you for everything you have done for the Mat-
sui family. I am sure you never planned to 
stay in Washington so long, but we are all so 
glad that you have. All of us wish you a joyful 
and long retirement. Brian, Amy, Anna and I 
keep a special place for you in our hearts. 

Mr. Speaker, Members of Congress search 
far and wide for staff members like Shirley, but 
if we are honest with ourselves, we will admit 
that she is an original. I am honored to pay 
tribute to Shirley Queja as she ends her twen-
ty-seven years of distinguished service on 
Capitol Hill. Her contributions to my office and 
this body are immense and her personal 
friendship has been immeasurable. I ask all 
my colleagues to join with me in celebrating 
the career of this consummate professional 
and extraordinary person. 
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Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, devoted to her 
family and her community, Mrs. Florence 
Trepp stands as a role model and inspiration 
to so many people in Nevada. As she pre-
pares to celebrate her 80th birthday, she 
maintains an unyielding commitment to serve 
her community. She has served as an advo-
cate for abused children, a dedicated volun-
teer with numerous community organizations, 
and a committed supporter of the Parasol 
Community Foundation. 

Florence’s work with the Parasol Foundation 
specifically has enabled over 100 local non- 
profit organizations to communicate and work 
together towards improving their community 
and achieving their goals. Her son, Warren, 
cofounded the Parasol Foundation almost 10 
years ago as a model for promoting collabora-
tion among non-profit organizations. As an 
umbrella organization for numerous charities, 
the Parasol Foundation creates an all inclu-
sive, safe environment encouraging 
groundbreaking ideas, sharing of information 
avoiding duplication of projects, programs and 
services, producing efficiency by saving time 
and money for each agency. Florence has 
staunchly supported these efforts which in 
turn, have benefited the entire Lake Tahoe 
community. 

Florence is guided by her passion and by 
her faith. Her passion to help others and her 
sense of civic duty has propelled her to help 
others and better her community. In her short 
time in Nevada, she has become an inspira-
tion for all. Florence has also a strong faith 
that helps her navigate the challenges of life. 
One of her most cherished memories is meet-
ing the Pope and actually speaking to him in 
Polish, her native tongue. 

Thirteen years ago, Florence had surgery 
for lung cancer. She thankfully is a survivor 
and never takes one day for granted. She en-
joys the simple pleasures of life . . . including 
a good cup of hot coffee and America’s favor-
ite pastime, baseball. And Florence has a 
deep appreciation for her family, her friends, 
and people in general. She is always ready to 
lend a helping hand to those in need. 

Her nickname in Polish is yacumda which 
means joy . . . and joy is what Florence 
brings to everyone she meets. Her commit-
ment to helping people and her community is 
admirable. I am proud to call her a Nevadan 
and to call her my friend. I wish her a very 
happy birthday and thank her for her 
unyielding commitment to serving her commu-
nity. 
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Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I, 
along with Congressman WILLIAM JEFFERSON, 
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